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FARMSAFE WA ALLIANCE 
HELP KEEP MURESK AGRICULTURAL 

COLLEGE OPEN! 
 

Your assistance is required to help keep Muresk Agricultural College open. 
We encourage you to sign the petition which is available by logging on to: 
http://www.PetitionOnline.com/Mursek/petition.html 
 
Every person involved in the Agricultural industry should seriously consider the future of the     
industry without Mursek. It is vital that industry leaders get behind educating the future leaders of 
agriculture. 

FARMSAFE WA Alliance is again planning to 
run a series of free workshops that will be of 
interest to all farmers of around 55 years and 
older. 
The workshop is a very practical one where 
farmers will discuss the farm work that is  
getting harder as they get older. It will       
provide an opportunity for farmers to think 
about the ways that mature farmers can get 
more fit for farm work as well as ways that 
farm work can be made more fit for the     
mature farmer. 
A package of information will be made   
available that has been put together by 
groups of mature farmers all around Austra-
lia, helped by people in the Australian Centre 
for Agricultural Health and Safety at Moree, 
in country NSW. 

FREE WORKSHOPS FOR FARMERS 
AROUND 55 AND OLDER 

All farmers who have been part of the program 
to date have found the experience very      
worthwhile, and have found some satisfaction in 
realising that their increasing difficulties in some 
areas of work are not unique to them. 
Comments from others who have attended the 
workshop include “I feel more normal”, “I can 
make some changes that will be useful”, “I’ve 
enjoyed the opportunity to discuss these      
practical things with other farmers of my age”. 
The workshop will take approximately three 
hours and includes refreshments.  
If you are interested in attending one of our 
workshops, please let us know by 1st July.  
Telephone 9359 4118 or fax 9359 3468.        
Locations are yet to be decided and will depend 
on interest received. 
 

Farmsafe WA Alliance Inc 
PO Box 118 
Forrestfield WA 6058 
Phone: (08) 9359 4118 
Fax: (08) 9359 3468 
Email: admin@farmsafewa.org 
Web: www.farmsafewa.org 

Farmsafe WA Alliance thanks primary sponsors: 
 
· Department of Agriculture and Food 
· Department of Health 
· WorkSafe 
· Countryman 
· Office of Road Safety 
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ARE THERE REGULATIONS FOR LADDERS ON  
SILOS AND WINDMILLS? 

 
Under the Occupational Health and Safety Act all ladders,        
walkways and platforms on a silo or windmill are required to meet 
an appropriate standard (eg AS1657 fixed platforms, walkways, 
stairways and ladder design, construction and installation). If the 
requirements of this standard prove to be impractical then a risk 
assessment should be conducted and documented. 
A risk assessment should be conducted for working at heights 
above two meters. 
Children should be prevented from accessing silo and windmill   
ladders, particularly those above 1.8 meters. 

ATV SAFETY ISSUES 
 
The term All-Terrain Vehicle or ATV is a mislead-
ing name for four-wheel motorbikes. Regardless 
of their title, ATVs are not suitable for all terrains 
and they are not suitable for all operators, all work 
tasks, or all conditions. 
Approximately 10 people die in four-wheel       
motorbike incidents on Australian farms every 
year and many more people are injured. 
The main cause of severe injury and death are 
crush injury and asphyxia associated with        
four-wheel motorbike roll-over, and head and 
brain injury. 
In order to reduce such statistics, the following 
options can be considered: 
· Choose the right machine for the job. There 

are a range of small utility vehicles (mules 
etc) that have safety features that provide 
protection for riders and passengers in the 
event of a roll-over or collision, including roll 
bars and seatbelts. 

· Maintenance. Keep the machine well   
maintained, conduct a safety check      
regularly and check the tyre pressures  
regularly. 

· Attachments and overloading. Do not use 
attachments that may interfere with operator 
control, do not modify the wheels and do 
not overload. 

· Personal protective equipment. Always 
wear an approved helmet when riding as 
well as workboots. 

· Sheila Payne, Executive Officer of       
Farmsafe WA stresses to farmers that the 
emotional and financial costs of fatalities 
and injuries on four-wheel bikes is           
immeasurable. 

TRACTOR AND MACHINERY 
SAFETY 

 

Many grain augers used on farms have had the 
guard over the flight intake removed and not 
replaced. Often these have been       removed 
so that the auger can be used for grains that do 
not flow easily through the narrow mesh of the 
guard. 
 
There is, on average, 1 death and 16   workers 
compensation claims per year    involving grain 
augers. There will be many more injuries, as 
most day-to-day work on farms is done by self 
employed farmers and their families, and these 
injuries will not be included in the official workers 
compensation figures. It’s likely that these are 
around 60 serious injuries involving farm augers 
each year. Most injuries are crush injuries or 
amputation of fingers, hands, arms and feet 
caused by limbs being caught in unguarded au-
ger flights.  
 
Effective guarding would prevent these   serious 
injuries. The guard is designed in two parts, a 
fixed inner guard and an outer guard that can be 
removed when the auger is used in silos, grain 
bins or in a guarder hopper, AND THEN BE 
EASILY REPLACED. 



 

WORKING ALONE 
 

Agricultural industry employees who frequently work alone include fencers, plant operators, 
dam builders and those checking stock, windmills or water supplies. 
Generally these employees work away from the main farm buildings on a daily basis and are not 
required to stay on the job, away from the main buildings overnight. 
The employer must ensure the employee is provided with sufficient information about the hazards 
to which he or she is likely to be exposed and is appropriately trained and equipped to carry out 
the work in a safe manner. The employee must be given clear directions as to where the work is 
to be carried out and a safe means of reaching the site. 
The start and finish time for the job and the expected time of return to the main buildings should 
be agreed between the employer and the employee. The risk assessment will  indicate the fre-
quency of contact and whether there should 
be communication between the employer 
and the employee between departure and     
return, and if so, the most practical means 
of doing so. 
The agreed start and finish times and the 
location of the employee should be         
displayed in a prominent place in the main 
buildings where they can be readily seen by 
other employees, if any, or other persons at 
the workplace. 
Employers and self-employed people who 
work alone in the agricultural industry 
should have nominated people who know 
where they are and make contact with them 
during the day. These people could be family members or neighbouring farmers. 
 
Pastoral industry employees who frequently work alone include fencers, plant operators, dam 
builders, caretakers and persons checking stock, windmills and water supplies. Those carrying 
out these tasks could be away from the homestead over several days. A similar process for     
establishing procedures for the provision of information, regular contact and communication in the 
agricultural industry should be used for employees, employers and self-employed people in the 
pastoral industry. 

FARMERS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
In 1996 a study was undertaken to investigate 
the nature and severity of injuries and illnesses 
farmers and farm workers were experiencing 
and the type of rehabilitation services used. 
Results from the three year study have been a 
catalyst in the development of the AgrAbility 
Australia program of work. AgrAbility Australia 
can help farmers with disability in 2 ways: 
 
1. Create a forum for farmers with disability to 
speak with other farmers through the AgrAbility 
Australia network of injured and disabled  

farmers and farm workers.  The network assists 
farmers with disability by linking them with   
farmers who have suffered severe injury or    
disabling illness and have returned to farm work, 
and continue to be productive. 
 
2. Providing access to information about modify-
ing the farm work environment to accommodate 
a disability through the AgrAbility Australia     
Resource Centre. The AgrAbility Australia      
Resource Centre provides farmers with disability 
with access to information about machinery 
modification and fabrication through an          
extensive database of assistive technology. 

PAGE 3 



 

Guiding more than 4000 primary school students through the three hectare home farm at      
Kelmscott Senior High School may be hectic work, but teacher Norm Hammond wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 
 
The focus of the primary agricultural awareness program is on people, products and processes 
involved in the agricultural sector of Western Australia. They have an intake of about 4500 pri-
mary    students and 800 accompanying adults annually  and conducted demonstrations on sev-
eral  practices including milking, shearing and animal handing. They also show students how to 
make scones, an exercise which helps explain the origin of our daily food products, as well as 
providing a yummy afternoon tea.  

Kelmscott SHS teacher Norm Hammond shows   
visiting Melville PS students how to collect eggs. 

On site they have a centre for free teacher resources. This was established in 2003 after visiting 
Canada’s Agriculture in the Classroom national network. They also have a staff of four teachers, 
farm principal, two agricultural technical officers, one primary coordinator and three primary    
volunteers. 
Norm Hammond says “it’s a great experience for our own secondary students who get to share 
the skills they have learnt working on the farm with the younger visiting students. My students 
are able to show primary students how to collect eggs, give shearing demonstrations, and watch 
the daily milking of the cows”. 

Norm Hammond helps students to bake scones.  
Edible, although they may be chewy! 
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Tours provide a valuable stimulus and support to programs back at school. They are designed to 
suit the different needs of students and teachers. Teachers who intend to use an agricultural  
focus in their programs are requested to discuss their specific needs when booking their visit. 
Norm says “I want  to make the program very positive and hands on, and also enjoyable for the 
adults who are an important part of the supervision and small group dynamic”. 
 
For bookings telephone Norm on 0409 688 853.  
Norm would like to thank the Department of Agriculture and Food, Farmsafe WA, CBH and the 
Kondinin group who help make the program successful. 



 

Do you have a Safety and Health  
Action Plan in place on your property?  

 

THE FREE ON FARM ADVISORY SERVICE 
 

A fully accredited advisor will conduct a non threatening risk assessment of your property and prepare a safety 
and health action plan. 
Presentations are made to small groups on farms and over a period of 4 hours plus can be conducted on a 
weekend if more suitable. 
Throughout the advisory visit there is an opportunity to raise concerns and issues regarding all aspects of      
occupational health and safety on rural properties. The host is  provided with a written set of recommendations 
for the property and attendees from nearby properties will be provided with the knowledge to complete a safety 
check themselves on their own property. 
Areas which have historically been of concern include workshop, silos, chemical sheds, machinery and 4 wheel 
motorbikes. 
 
Workshop overview:  * Outline and reasons for the w orkshop 
     * Definition of hazards and risks 
     * Types of control measures which can be                     
      implemented. 
 

If anyone is interested in these valuable workshops or has any questions, please contact Farmsafe WA Alliance 
on 9359 4118 or email: admin@farmsafewa.org 

 
 

ONE DAY 
MANAGING 

FARM SAFETY 
COURSE 

 
Receive a nationally accredited certificate 

on completion. 

Farmsafe WA Alliance is scheduled to run our 
Managing Farm Safety Course in the following 
locations:  Mingenew (30th August) 
   Albany (August/ September) 
   Perth area (September) 
 
A requirement to run this course is a minimum of 
ten people. We are currently asking for expres-
sions of interest from participants. If anyone is 
interested in attending the course at any of these 
locations please contact:  
Farmsafe WA Alliance on 9359 4118 or email: 
admin@farmsafewa.org 

A planned approach to safety is 

essential for your business 

���������	
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Additional persons (from the same farm or 
property are $210 inc GST) 
**Farmsafe WA Alliance Inc members are 
eligible for a 10% reduction in the cost of 
the course** 

A combination of theory and practical 
activities is conducted in on-farm envi-
ronments and is suitable for both 
women and men. The objectives of the 
training program are to assist farm 
owners (managers) to increase produc-
tivity through the development of skills 
in managing risks of injury and illness 
associated with life and work on farms. 



 

INTRODUCING  
 

STUART HORTON 
 

Stuart has a background in journalism and prior to taking up this role was a features writer at the 
West Australian. He also worked and lived in Narrogin for a time, writing on the local paper, the 
Narrogin Observer. 
 
Stuart will be based at the Forrestfield office for a four 
month period under the WACOSS (Western Australia 
Council of Social Services) Jobseekers2Community 
program. 
Stuart’s role as Project Officer will be to conduct an 
important and very necessary WA Farm Safety Needs 
Assessment Survey. This survey will take the form of 
telephone and written questionnaires to determine 
what services, assistance and information farmers 
and their families are in need of and how best     
Farmsafe WA Alliance can help. 
We aim to commence this survey over the next few 
weeks and will strive to make contact with as many 
people as possible in order to achieve the desired results. 
This will be a great opportunity for us to know what is important to you in regards to safety on 
your farm and property. 
We trust that you will support our cause by taking the time to either complete our written       
questionnaire or enjoy speaking with Stuart over the phone. 
We will of course keep you informed as to our progress with this fantastic project.  
 
Further details are listed on our website: www.farmsafewa.org 

Chris Wyhoon is the Executive Officer at the Western  
Australian Farmers Federation, WA’s largest farm lobby 
group, where amongst his portfolio’s are livestock, farm 
business/economics and of course, occupational health & 
safety. Chris also sits on the Agricultural Industry Safety 
Group committee.  
 
Prior to this role, Chris spent two decades in senior     
management roles in both large farms and feedlots and in 
agribusiness roles in Australia and overseas. He continues 
to farm in his own right, and with his wife, operates a cattle 
breeding enterprise at Beverley. 
 
Chris is passionate about Occupational Health & Safety, 
and in particular, finding pathways to reduce accidents 
amongst farmers by promoting the development of a    
perpetuating ‘safety first’ culture, both in safe work      
practices, and in physical and mental health. 
 

FARMSAFE WA ALLIANCE 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 

PROFILE 
 CHRIS WYHOON 
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MANAGING FATIGUE IN TRANSPORTATION,  
RESOURCES & HEALTH 

 
21st—24th MARCH 2011,  

Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle, Western Australia 
 

After highly successful meetings in Seattle & Boston the conference returns to Fremantle,  
 for its 8th International meeting. 

The conference organising committee has recognised the confluence of past presentations from the 
Resource & Health sectors by explicitly including them as core themes in the 2011 conference. 

 
Call for abstracts will open June 2010 and close November 2010.  

Guidelines and the submission process will be detailed on the conference website: 
www.fatigueconference2011.com.au 

FARMER HEALTH 
INAUGURAL CONFERENCE 

 

‘Opening the Gates on Farmer Health’ 
 

This conference will highlight the health, well-being and safety issues of farm men and women, farm 
workers and their families. This will be achieved by identifying a solid agenda to improve health out-
comes for this community via key policy, research, planning, health and workforce domains across 

local, state and national sectors. A charter of Farmer Health will be developed.  
 

When:  11-13th October 2010 
Where:   Hamilton, Victoria 

 
Contact Sally Stevenson for more details on (03) 5551 8587  

Email: sally.stevenson@wdhs.net or visit www.farmerhealth.org.au/page/conference 
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   FARMSAFE WA COMMITTEE 

   Chairman - John McDougall (from Cuballing) 

   Vice Chairman -  Tony Hiscock (ALCOA) 

   Treasurer -  Melita Leeds (Kidsafe WA) 

   Secretary -  Holly Scott (ICCWA) 

  

Rhys Dysart - (OH & S Consultant)  Owen Catto -  (Men’s Health) 
Max Watts - (WA Farmers Federation) Janet Robinson -  (Farmer) 
Jacki Ward - (CUCRH)    Katherine Celenza -  (RLSSWA) 
Chris Foster - (CYO’Connor of TAFE)  Chris Wyhoon -  (WA Farmers) 
Judi Forsyth - (CYO’Connor of TAFE)  John Henchy -     
        (Farm Mach Dealers of Assoc of WA) 
Executive Officer - Sheila Payne  Admin Officer -  Michelle Gardiner 
Project Officer -  Stuart Horton 

 



 

Farmsafe WA Alliance appreciates continued support from: 

"Farm Safety: It's an Attitude"  
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Tel: (08) 9359 4118   Fax (08) 9359 3468  Website: www.farmsafewa.org Email:admin@farmsafewa.org 
 


